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A journey to the manger-to the crib 
 
Our Advent journey at last brings us to the manger. And we make this journey to remember, to celebrate 

and give thanks for the new thing that our God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  

We come to remember and celebrate how God our Creator, came to be with us so that we might be 

reconciled to him.  

And tonight is not just a remembrance of what happened over 2000 years ago.  

But, as good as remembering can be, there is something else happening here.  

 

Why does the birth of this child touch us so, even when we know the rest of the story?  

Think about the words spoken by the angel to the shepherds, "I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord."  

A Saviour?   The Messiah?   The Lord?  

All this when we gaze upon the little Lord Jesus. 

All this is wrapped in shabby rags? Laid in a feed trough?  

Saviour?  Messiah?   Lord?  

All this in a smelly stable. 

 

Yes, something else is happening here.  

The Lord, our Creator is in this baby.  

God is written all over his face but not in any language we've seen before.  

It is the language of loving kindness and mercy. It is the language of grace.  

 

Karl Rahner, one of our twentieth century theologians, wrote, "When we say "it is Christmas" we mean that 

God has spoken into the world his last, his deepest, his most beautiful word in the incarnate Word, a word 

that can no longer be revoked because it is God's definitive deed, because it is God himself in the world. And 

this word means: I love you, you, the world and humankind. And God has spoken this word by being himself 

born as a creature."  

Why would the Lord, our Creator do this thing?  

Why would God choose to come among us, in all of his newness, to us?  

The language of newness and grace tells us that this is one way our God likes to work. 

Do you think God knows how much we love new things and how they draw us?  

We do love new things: a new Lego set, a shiny new bicycle, the new car smell.  

 

And what is more exciting than a new love?  

The new can be like a balm to those dark, hurting, dirty, tired, disgusted, apathetic, grieving, lost, angry, 

disconnected parts of ourselves.  

We grab at the new and wrap it around ourselves just so we can have the hope, courage, and strength to 

keep walking another day.  

Once again look into the crib and read God's language of new life, new possibility.  

 

And yet as much as we celebrate, it is hard to forget where that kind of language can lead: to death, to the 

end, to eternal life.  

The birth of Jesus -- Saviour, Messiah, and Lord -- translates all that is shabby, despairing, and dying into 

newness, joy, and life.  

It is a language that even we can hear and identify with.  

If we only focus on the birth of Jesus as a sweet story we like remembering, then we miss out on what can 

happen for us tonight.  

The God who comes to be with us can take the shabby, hurting, dirty, abandoned, humiliating parts of 

ourselves and will make them and us new.  
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No, we are not just remembering.  

The child with God written on his face can be born in our hearts anew if we will let him.  

If we will, he will.  

This Jesus can speak into the very deepest, darkest, hidden parts of us, here and now, the heart-healing, 

the making-all-new, the grace-and-mercy-and-loving-kindness language of God.  

Let us pray. 

"O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. We 

hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel." 

AMEN. 
_____________________________ 


